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First Corinthians | Session 39 | 1 Corinthians 15:52-16:4 

 

Future Glory | 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

• Verses 50-51 included on session 38 

• Verses 52-53 –  
o These verses give further detail about the mystery of v. 51. The change will take place in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye. This does not require (and one should not assume) that this 
is speaking of the rapture. That would be a fallacy of similarity. 

o In fact, this is not the resurrection at the rapture, but rather the one at the Second Coming (as 
has been true of the entire chapter). This is the resurrection of the last trump. Though the 
rapture contains a trumpet (1 Thes. 4:16), it is not the last trump.   

o At the Second Coming, the dead shall be raised incorruptible and those who have endured to 
the end (i.e.: tribulation saints) will be changed. Those who do not inherit the Kingdom will go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal (Matt. 25:46). 

• Verses 54-55 - There will be death after the Second Coming, until the end of the millennium (1 Cor. 
15:25-26). However, once immortality has been achieved, then (for that person) death is swallowed up 
in victory. 

• Verses 56-57 –  
o I am convinced that these verses are a present reality, and that Paul has come from speaking 

about the future to speaking about this day.  
o The death sting is sin, and sin's strength is the law. But, not being under the law, God is not 

imputing...trespasses because He has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:18-19). 

• Verse 58 - There are two directions one can go with this verse: 
o If therefore refers to vv. 56-57, then Paul is speaking to Christians, encouraging them to labour 

because every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour (1 Cor. 3:8). 
o If therefore refers to the broader context of chapter 15, then Paul is referencing His Jewish 

brethren who will endure the tribulation (having not been saved and thus missed the rapture), 
and it is their labour that will enable them to endure to the end and be saved. 

Instructions about the Collection for the Saints | 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

• Verse 1 –  
o Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, was gathering an offering for the benefit of the saints. Note 

that: 
▪ He had no need to define the saints, so in his day this was an immediately recognizable 

group. 
▪ Paul never took a general offering for all Christians, but only for the Jewish believers 

who were enduring famine, persecution, and the effects of having sold everything for 
the sake of the Kingdom. See Romans 15:25-26, 2 Corinthians 8-9. 

o The Corinthians were instructed to take this collection in the same manner as the order to the 
churches of Galatia. Note that: 

▪ As an apostle, Paul was able to give orders. This authority is not passed to local church 
pastors. 

▪ There is nothing in the book of Galatians that contains these orders, so we must 
conclude that Paul wrote additional works. 
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▪ If Paul's additional works were to be found, they would be considered historically 
significant, but not Scripture. One of the requirements of Scripture is that it had early 
recognition as inspired work. 

o A lesson on Biblical application: Paul's instruction to the Corinthians may have secondary 
application to believers today. However, since the instruction was circumstantial, we cannot 
build any hard and fast rules for giving. Giving in the age of grace is like every other labor: it is by 
the conscience of the believer.  

o On a side note, notice that there were churches of Galatia not a church at Galatia. This is 
evidence for a single elder within a local church. When the Scripture speaks of the elders at 
______, it is not a reference to a single congregation. In all of scripture, there is only reference 
to a church's local "elder," not to a church's local "elders." 

• Verse 2 –  
o While the early believers might have been worshiping on the first day of the week at this time, 

such a conclusion cannot be made from this text alone. Acts 20:7 is strong indication of Sunday 
worship. (By 110 AD Ignatius writes of worship on "the Lord's Day" in contrast to the Sabbath).  

o What is known from this verse is that the Corinthians were ordered to give a gift, and to do so as 
God hath prospered him, thus they were to give according to ability. 

o Notice, however, that God has been inserted, and a literal translation would be "treasuring up 
whatever he may be prospered in." God is the ultimate source of whatever prosperity we may 
have, but our prosperity is largely in direct proportion to our effort. 

o This weekly offering was to be done prior to Paul's arrival, presumably so that Paul would not be 
accused of heavy-handed manipulation. 

• Verse 3 –  
o Even in Paul's day, there was an autonomy of the local congregation and of the individual within 

the congregation.  
o This verse gives evidence that the local church had some kind of congregational government 

(though such an argument cannot be built definitively from this verse or any passage of 
scripture). 

• Verse 4 –  
o Paul was able to take the gift to Jerusalem personally, as recorded in the book of Acts (beginning 

in chapter 21), and specifically mentioned in Acts 24:17.  
o The bringing of this offering caused Paul to be arrested by the Jewish authorities and eventually 

sent to the Roman Caesar.  
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