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2  C O R I N T H I A N S  V E R S E - B Y - V E R S E  |  D R .  R A N D Y  W H I T E  

SESSION 1 |  2  CORINTHIANS 1:11-17 

PAUL'S TESTIMONY OF SUFFERING IN ASIA | 2 CORINTHIANS 1:8-11 

• Note: in session 1, this section was marked as covering vv. 8-10. I am adjusting this to be 

inclusive of v. 11. 

• Verse 11 - God had delivered Paul and Timothy from so great a death, and was 

continuing to deliver (v. 10). Paul is convinced that the prayers of the Corinthians would 

be part of the continual delivery.  Paul says that the gift bestowed...by the means of 

many persons now might produce thanks by many on our behalf. We should learn that 

helping together by prayer was a great service in Paul's estimation. 

PAUL'S ORIGINAL PLAN TO TRAVEL TO CORINTH | 2 CORINTHIANS 1:12-17 

• Verse 12 –  

o Paul's plan to travel to Corinth did not come to fruition. The Corinthians expected 

his arrival, so he begins in v. 12 to explain why he has not arrived. 

o His first defense is that they had our conversation in simplicity, and godly 

sincerity, and not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God. This was true in 

all accounts, but more abundantly toward the Corinthians. Paul says that this is 

the testimony of our conscience. 

o While the modern English usage of conversation is not used for manner of life the 

original usage and etymology of the word is perfectly equivalent to the Greek.  

▪ The Greek word is ἀναστρέφω [anastrophe], which is "again turning" (with 

illustration of the pathway of turns one has in life).  

▪ The English is from the Latin conversare, literally "with versare/turning."  

▪ Paul says that his "coming and going, with every turn" has been with 

integrity toward all, especially the Corinthians. 

o Paul's plan to travel to Corinth did not come to fruition. The Corinthians expected 

his arrival, so he begins in v. 12 to explain why he has not arrived. 

o  

o His first defense is that they had our conversation in simplicity, and godly 

sincerity, and not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God. This was true in 

all accounts, but more abundantly toward the Corinthians. Paul says that this is 

the testimony of our conscience. 

o While the modern English usage of conversation is not used for manner of life the 

original usage and etymology of the word is perfectly equivalent to the Greek.  

▪ The Greek word is ἀναστρέφω [anastrophe], which is "again turning" (with 

illustration of the pathway of turns one has in life).  

▪ The English is from the Latin conversare, literally "with versare/turning."  

▪ Paul says that his "coming and going, with every turn" has been with 

integrity toward all, especially the Corinthians. 

o The word conscience is συνείδησις [suneidesis], which is "with sight," much like 

the English, with science. The dispensational Age of Conscience is with sight of the 

knowledge of good and evil. 
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• Verses 13-14 –  

o Paul is saying, "there is no hidden meaning in these words, but what you see is 

what you get."  

▪ There is a huge hermeneutical lesson here, for not only in this case but in 

all of Paul's letters, Paul's own testimony is that his letters only contain 

what ye read or acknowledge.  

▪ There is no double meaning, hidden message, or need to reinterpret. Paul 

gives theological "straight talk." 

o Paul says we write and I trust. The change of person either means that we is 

broader than Paul's own writing (to include Matthew, Mark, Luke, etc.) or he is 

including Timothy in the we but is sharing his own personal trust in the I. 

o The word acknowledge (twice in v. 13 and once in v. 14) is ἐπιγινώσκω 

[epiginosko], literally, "upon personal experiential knowledge."  

o These two verses cannot be separated because Paul's prayer is that ye shall 

acknowledge even to the end as also ye have acknowledged us in part.  

▪ That is, Paul's prayer is that the Corinthians would understand fully (i.e.: to 

the end) what they now understand in part. 

▪ What does Paul want them to fully understand? Namely, ...that we are 

your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours.... and that this rejoicing will be 

in the day of the Lord Jesus. That is, at the Second Coming the 

Corinthians will glory in Paul and Paul will glory in the Corinthians. 

• Verse 15 –  

o Paul intended to make a visit, and he did so in this confidence. The confidence is 

likely a reference to the clarity of his words to them about his visit.  

o His desire was that they might have a second benefit, or a second gift of his 

presence. This is not an arrogant statement, but rather is elaborated on in v. 16. 

• Verse 16 –  

o Paul's original intent was to go to Corinth, then pass by you into Macedonia, and 

then come again to Corinth, thus the blessing of two planned visits to Corinth.  

o After Corinth, Paul would make his way to Judaea (Judea). This trip would 

presumably be at least partially financed by the Corinthians, for Paul says of you 

to be brought on my way toward Judaea.  

o Later in this epistle, Paul will write extensively about the offering that the 

Corinthians should collect. 

o Note that Judaea is the Roman province. The Kingdom of Judah was the "Southern 

Kingdom" in the Hebrew Scriptures. Judea was smaller than Judah. 

• Verse 17 –  

o Paul gives two rhetorical questions, with an assumed no answer. 

▪ He asks, did I use lightness in the original plan? 

▪ He asks, do I purpose according to the flesh in his general planning? 

o The assumed no answer makes the last phrase make sense. Why does he not plan 

with lightness or according to the flesh? In order that with me there should be 

yea yea, and nay nay. That is, when he plans, he does so with consideration and 

counsel in order that yes=yes and no=no. 
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