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SESSION 3 |  2  CORINTHIANS 1:18-2:2 

THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF PAUL'S WORD, AND GOD'S! | 2 CORINTHIANS 1:18-23 

• Verse 18 –  

o Paul has been explaining why he was unable to fulfill his original plans, giving the 

appearance of a yea and nay kind of speech rather than a yea yea, and nay nay 

(v. 17) kind of speech.  

o He has argued that we write none other things unto you, than what ye read 

(i.e.: no hidden messages).  

o Now Paul states clearly that his yes means yes and his no means no. 

• Verse 19 –  

o Paul uses the Son of God, Jesus Christ as an example of the ultimate in 

faithfulness.  

o Since Paul preached Jesus, the One who was not yea and nay, but in him was 

yea, Paul the preacher would also have to be faithful in his word. 

o Note that Paul is helpful in defining the pronoun us as himself along with Silvanus 

and Timotheous. 

• Verse 20 –  

o Typical of Paul, he celebrates the wonder of Jesus Christ. In Christ is the 

fulfillment of all of God's promises, and the assurance that the Amen will be 

achieved. 

o Note that this verse does not say that all the promises of God go away because of 

Jesus and are replaced by Him.  

▪ This is the approach of some neo-replacement theologians like Russell 

Moore (https://www.russellmoore.com/2009/01/09/is-there-a-future-for-

israel/).  

• Moore: “Does this [Abrahamic/land] promise apply to ethnic Jews? 

Yes, one ethnic Jew whose name is Jesus.” 

▪ Christ is the "yes" affirmation of God's promises, and the proof that God will 

accomplish His promises.  

▪ To substitute the Abrahamic covenant with the Person of Christ is perhaps 

the most insidious kind of replacement theology because it is more subtle, 

hides behind the person of Christ, and still robs the nation of Israel of her 

promises. 

• Verse 21 –  

o Note that stablish is not an archaic term for establish.  

▪ To establish is to start something. To stablish is to build up that which has 

already been started.  

▪ Only the KJV uses this precise term.  

▪ God stablisheth us with you (Paul with Corinth) in Christ. Paul established 

the church, God stablisheth the church.  

▪ Note the translation difference of the same word between this passage and 

Hebrews 13:9, where the idea of a beginning is present.  

▪ Sometimes the word is translated confirm, with the same idea as stablish 

(building upon that which has already been started) - see 1 Corinthians 1:6 

and 8, for example. 
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▪ God was (at the time of writing) currently stablishing Paul and the 

Corinthians together.  

o He also hath anointed us (Paul, Timothy, and Silvanus, v. 19).  

▪ These three were anointed for the ministry task at Corinth.  

▪ To argue that all of us are anointed would require another passage of 

Scripture, as the pronoun us cannot possibly be "us Christians in general."  

• Whether or not God anoints for a special task today is not answered 

by this text.  

• One cannot make a practical doctrine out of an historic account.  

• Truthfully, it would be almost impossible to build a doctrine of 

general anointing from the New Testament because this is the only 

passage of Greek Scripture which talks about anointing of anyone 

outside of Christ (see Lk 4:18, Acts 4:27, 10:38, and Heb. 1:9 for the 

other uses of the word). 

• Verse 22 –  

o Adding to the list begun in the previous verse, the trio was also sealed by God and 

given the earnest of the Spirit.  

o This is presumably the same sealing that was spoken of as a blessing for gentile 

believers in Ephesians 1:14, which was there presented as the earnest of our 

inheritance (that is, the inheritance of the Jewish nation).  

o All believers are sealed to protect their soul from all danger, and this sealing is the 

earnest for the Jewish remnant.   

o Note that if all promises to Israel were currently fulfilled in Christ (as some 

interpret v. 20), then there is no need for an earnest in this verse). 

• Verse 23 - It is only speculation of why Paul said he intended to go to Corinth and then did 

not. This verse hints that not going was to spare you (Corinth), presumably from some 

anger that Paul had against them.  The following verses add some insight. 

WHY PAUL DID NOT TRAVEL TO CORINTH (REASON #1) |2 CORINTHIANS 1:24-2:11 

• Verses 24 & 1 –  

o Verse 24 seems to be a prequel to verse 1.  

o Paul had a heaviness (literally a grief or sorrow, see the same root used 

repeatedly in vv. 2-5) and was not willing to risk having his own grief toward the 

Corinthians ruin his message to them. 

o Paul determined he would not come again to you, but rather would write a letter. 

See 2 Corinthians 13:10 for confirmation. 

o We should note that if Paul would not claim dominion over your faith (v. 24), 

then no pastor or church leader should be willing to do so either. 

• Verse 2 –  

o Paul expresses a fear that a visit would hinder the relationship and not be 

productive toward a mutual joy.  

o He had stated that he and Timothy & Silvanus were helpers of your joy (v. 24), 

and that God stablisheth us with you in Christ (v. 21), so now it would not be 

appropriate for him to be an instrument of sorry.  

o He would not be fulfilling his goals and he would be left with none in Corinth to 

give him joy. Sometimes it is best not to "rain on your own parade." 
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