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2  C O R I N T H I A N S  V E R S E - B Y - V E R S E  |  D R .  R A N D Y  W H I T E  

SESSION 4 |  2  CORINTHIANS 2:3-13 

WHY PAUL DID NOT TRAVEL TO CORINTH (REASON #1) |2 CORINTHIANS 1:24-2:11 

• Verses 1:24-2:2 included on session 3. 

• Verse 3 –  

o Paul is possibly making reference to his 1 Corinthians letter, such as in 1 

Corinthians 4:21, etc.  

o By not coming, he is giving those in Corinth opportunity to repent.  

o Notice that whether Paul is referring to 1 Corinthians or some other letter, he 

clearly has a note of grace and he is willing to rejoice in those who were once 

involved in sin but later are living righteously. 

• Verse 4 –  

o Paul's first stated reason for not traveling to Corinth was so that ye should not be 

grieved but rather that they would see the love which I have more abundantly 

unto you.  

o Again, note Paul's compassion and grace more than his denunciation of sin. He is 

literally giving the Corinthians time to clean up and put away those things that 

should not be in their lives.  

▪ He could not be silent in their presence, but he can give a warning in his 

absence.  

▪ Paul approaches their sin with affliction, anguish of heart and with many 

tears.  

▪ How different this is from those who have a smug-self-righteousness in the 

condemnation of others who have sin in their lives.  

▪ It should be noted that the sins in Corinth were not minor sins - see 1 Cor. 

5:1, etc. 

• Verse 5 –  

o In a confusing sentence, Paul says that any grief caused by the sin of one of the 

Corinthians is not grief unto Paul, but to all.  

o The statement, that I may not overcharge is possibly, "I took some of the grief off 

you by carrying it myself," or possibly, "I don't want to overstate the case (because 

we can move on)." 

o Paul speaks of the one who caused grief anonymously, saying, if any..., but there 

was most likely someone in mind. 

• Verse 6 –  

o The word punishment is ἐπιτιμία [epitimia], used only here in the New Testament, 

and possibly a reference church discipline given to the offending party, or possibly 

just the "call to honor" that was given informally by the congregation.  

o The word is built upon the root word honor and the prefix for upon. 

o Again, note that Paul does not feel the need to extend punishment beyond what 

has already been given, and considers this punishment to be sufficient. 

• Verses 7-8 –  

o The amazing grace of God should extend from God's people to God's flawed 

children.  
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o Rather than a never-ending punishment, the congregation should forgive and 

comfort him, thus not pushing him to overmuch sorrow. This is the way to 

confirm your love toward him.  

o Clearly Paul has a specific case in mind. Clearly Paul has not visited Corinth 

because his presence would cause more grief rather than healing. Clearly Paul is 

motivated by grace.  

o Sometimes the zeal for purity overpowers our expressions of grace. One cannot 

say, "I love you" and not say, "I forgive you." 

• Verse 9 –  

o Paul's first reason for writing was to avoid causing grief by a personal visit (v. 3).  

o Now he gives a second reason, in order to give the Corinthians time to prove 

whether ye be obedient in all things.  

o Sometimes it is harder to be obedient in forgiveness and grace than in dishing out 

punishment. 

• Verse 10 –  

o Paul makes clear they the Corinthian church is free to forgive the offender on his 

behalf.  

o Furthermore, he says that if I forgave anything...I did it for your sakes. This 

conveys that Paul had already forgiven and the issue was no longer a "big deal" for 

him. Indeed, the person of Christ was far more important to Paul that the 

unnamed offense. 

• Verse 11 –  

o A refusal to forgive is one of the devices that Satan uses to get an advantage over 

believers.  

o Here, us should likely be a reference to Paul, Timothy, and Silvanus (as in 1:19) 

but is generally true for all believers. 

WHY PAUL DID NOT TRAVEL TO CORINTH (REASON #2) |2 CORINTHIANS 2:12-13 

• Verses 12-13 –  

o There are a couple of scenarios to explain these verses, which is Paul's second 

explanation for why he did not come to Corinth. 

▪ Paul had an expectation that he would see Titus my brother in Troas (in 

Asia-Minor, modern day Turkey), but when he didn't find him there, he was 

so concerned that he left Troas, in spite of opportunities in preaching the 

Gospel, and went from thence into Macedonia (north of Corinth, in 

modern day Greece). 

▪ This could have been the "Macedonian Call" found in Acts 16:8-11. While the 

details generally fit, in this passage Paul says nothing about the vision from 

the Holy Spirit, something that seems to be so phenomenal that it would 

have been mentioned. 

o If the scenario is not the Macedonian call, then we have an interesting application 

for Christian living in the age of Grace. Paul left Troas because he was concerned 

for Titus, even though a door was opened unto me of the Lord. There is no 

indication that Paul was disobedient to God's will in leaving this open door behind. 

This shows us that God provides multiple opportunities for believers, and the 

believers are free to decide which opportunities and burdens they will pursue. 
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