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Session 2: The Command to Divide 

 
1. Session 1 review:  

a. Covenant theology views the Scripture under one purpose of God: the 
salvation of mankind. 

b. Dispensational theology views the Scripture under a broader purpose: 
the restoration of God’s purpose for creation. 

2. Confirmation of the Covenant theology point of view- 
a. The Father's primary objective and earnest desire is for all of humanity to 

obtain salvation and eternal life in his kingdom. The Father is extremely 
merciful and does not want anyone to perish; however, there is a point in 
time when his present plan for humanity will end and the next phase of his 
plan will begin. At this point in time, the physical creation that housed 
humanity will vanish in flames along with all wicked individuals [(2 Pet. 
3:9-10)]1 

b. Is there a future for Israel? Yes. Does this future mean material and political 
blessings? Yes. Does this future mean the granting of all the land promised 
to Abraham in Canaan? Yes, along with the entire rest of the cosmos (Rom 
4:13). Does this promise apply to ethnic Jews? Yes, one ethnic Jew whose 
name is Jesus.2 

c. We are all familiar with Matthew 13, in which almost every parable begins, 
"The kingdom of heaven is like" (verses 24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47, 52). Jesus then 
illustrates a matter that directly involves instruction for the church and its 
membership. In doing this, He is using the term "kingdom of heaven" in 
place of "the church"—He is virtually equating them. Why? Because church 
members are citizens of the Kingdom of God.3 

3. If the Bible is about the restoration of God’s purpose, we should be very careful 
to avoid reading ourselves into each passage. It might not be about us! 

4. The core instruction for Biblical interpretation: rightly divide the word of truth – 
2 Timothy 2:15 

a. ὀρθοτομέω - orthotomeo 
i. ορθος - Straight, accurate, correct 

                                                        
1 B.L. Cocherell http://www.bibleresearch.org/articles/a7pws.htm 
2 Russell Moore, Is There a Future for Israel?, 2009 https://www.russellmoore.com/2009/01/09/is-
there-a-future-for-israel/ 
3 John W. Ritenbaugh, Born Again or Begotten? (Part One) 
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Topical.show/RTD/CGG/ID/14166/Kingdom-
God-as-Spiritual-Entity.htm 
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1. Orthodontist - straightens teeth 
2. Orthopedics - straightens bones 
3. Orthodox - straight worship 

b. τομος - Cut 
1. atom - "not cut" 
2. Tomography - pictures of the interior of the body 

c. Our question: where do you divide? 
i. The Bible doesn’t have “divide here” signs. 

ii. The student of the Word must “study to show thyself approved…” 
5. A dispensationalist will divide at points in the Scripture at which there was a 

fundamental change of operation in God’s revelation to man. 
6. False beliefs you may adopt if you fail to divide 

a. To commune with God, we only need to be quiet and hear Him speak.  
b. Every believer can hear from God if they just listen. 

i. This assumes a Garden of Eden position. 
ii. This doesn’t seem to be true in any other dispensation. 

c. If you don’t give 10% of your income, you are robbing from God. 
d. Believers should have the power to heal the sick and cast out demons. 

7. Doctrinal and worldview issues that can be nailed down when you divide- 
a. Why bad things happen to good people. 
b. Whether speaking in tongues is valid for today. 
c. Do prophets exist in the church today? 
d. Can I build church doctrine from the Old Testament? 
e. Where is the saving Gospel found? 

8. What makes a dispensation? 
a. When God gives a revelation that was previously unknown and this 

revelation makes a fundamental change in the manner of the work that 
God is doing on earth. 

b. Reaching a fuller understanding of something previously revealed does 
not create a dispensation. 

i. The revelation of a type in the Old Testament is not fundamentally 
new. – 1 Cor. 10:11 

c. The fulfillment of a prophecy is not the beginning of a new dispensation. 
9. A standard delineation of dispensations 

a. Innocence – the dispensation of the Garden of Eden 
b. Conscience – the dispensation from the fall to the flood 
c. Government – the dispensation from the flood to the promise of a nation 

through Abraham 
d. Promise – the dispensation from Abraham to Moses 
e. Law – the dispensation from Moses to Paul 
f. Grace – the dispensation from Paul to the present 
g. Kingdom – the coming dispensation of the millennial kingdom 


