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Session 4: Innocence (Continued) 

A Quick Review 
• A dispensation begins when a fundamentally new revelation is given by God 

which changes mankind's responsibility to God and man.  
• Neither a richer understanding nor a fulfillment of prophecy constitutes the 

beginning of a dispensation.  
• A failure to recognize the fundamental change is the most common error in 

Biblical interpretation, leading to painful and drastic consequences of Christian 
thought and practice. 

• The first major revelation in the Bible is that of the created order.  
• The revelation includes a clear understanding of the created order in its original 

state.  
• What is fundamentally or by revelation true for all time? (what "carries over?")  

o If the sun, moon, and stars contained "sign" information, they must still.  
o Man's dominion over the created order (and the work that goes with that 

dominion).  
o Humans are made "male and female" and  "in the image of God" (Gen 

1:27).  
o Marriage of a man and a woman as the priority and foundational element 

of society. 
• What has changed since this dispensation? (what doesn't "carry over?")  

o Death and dying has entered the world through sin (Rom 5:12) and must 
be overcome, individually and collectively.  

o Access to God was broken and needs restoration (such restoration 
promised in Genesis 3:15 and restored in the completed work of Christ).  

o A bountiful earth with a harmonious existence of the animal world.  

The First Dispensation - new material 
• An unanswered question about this dispensation-- When did the presence of evil 

enter into the world?  
o Three options  

▪ The "Pre-beginning" theory -- before Genesis 1:1  
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• For those who hold this theory, "Heavens" in Genesis 1:1 
refers only to "skies."  

▪ The Gap Theory - between Genesis 1:1 & 2  
• God created the heavens and earth, but something 

unrevealed happened to cause the earth to become formless 
and void.  

• The creation story beginning with v. 2 is God's re-creation 
of that which had become formless and void.  

▪ The Garden Theory - between Genesis 2 & 3  
• The earth was created "formless and void' then formed and 

filled.   
• Sometime in the Garden of Eden, Lucifer saw the beauty of 

the earth and wanted it (and God's place in it) for himself. 
o My conclusion-  

▪ The most viable theory is that Lucifer became evil after the first 
seven days and before the introduction of the serpent in Genesis 
3:1.  

▪ Since God evaluates His work as "very good," it seems implausible 
to consider that the serpent was an evil creature.  

▪ Since Adam was 130 years old when Seth was born, there was as 
many as 100 years in the garden before the fall.  

▪ The "fall of Lucifer" must have happened somewhere between 
"very good" and Genesis 3:1. 

• Conflicts revealed in this dispensation with today's society  
o Human beings are individually and fundamentally superior to all the 

created order  
o Gender and marriage are defined by God in creation  
o Mankind/society cannot "goodness" himself/itself back to God 

• Conflicts if you remove this dispensation  
o We have to make up everything about God and man (Theology and 

anthropology). 

www.RandyWhiteMinistries.org


