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Session 12: The New Heaven and New Earth 

A Quick Review 
> A dispensation begins when a fundamentally new revelation is given by God which changes 

mankind's responsibility to God and man. 
> Neither a richer understanding nor a fulfillment of prophecy constitutes the beginning of a 

dispensation. 
> A failure to recognize the fundamental change is the most common error in Biblical 

interpretation, leading to painful and drastic consequences of Christian thought and practice. 

The Eternal Age 
> Why is it called the Eternal Age? 

> It is the dispensation which, as far as has been revealed to us, is the final 
dispensation. 

> While some combine this with the dispensation of the Kingdom, to do so fails to 
recognize some of the very fundamental changes that take place at the end of the 
1000 years. 

> Where do we find this dispensation in the Bible? 
> Revelation 20:7 - 22:9 
> Every indication is that this happens at the end of the 1000 year period, and is not 

simply another description of  the 1000 years. 
> Characteristics of the coming Eternal Age 

> Like other dispensations, it is preceded by a crises / judgment. 

> Revelation 21:7-15 describes the judgment preceding the New Heaven and New 
Earth 

> The New Heaven and New Earth comes after the first heaven and earth passes away. 
See 2 Peter 3:10-13 

Dispensation Preceding Crisis

Conscience Fall & Curse

Government Flood

Promise Confusion of Languages

Law Slavery in Egypt

Grace a unique dispensation unlike any other

Kingdom The Tribulation

New Heaven & Earth The Battle of Gog & Magog
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> The New Jerusalem is presented as a bride to her husband 
> Revelation 21:2 says New Jerusalem is prepared “as a bride” 
> Revelation 21:9-10 presents the New Jerusalem as the bride 
> Isaiah 62:1-4 presents Jerusalem (with a new name) as the bride. 
> Revelation 19:7-9 (at the beginning of the Millennium) speaks of the 

marriage of the Lamb, and the marriage supper.  In the light of the 
description of the New Jerusalem, it could be argued that the Millennium is 
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 

> One of the most notable characteristics of the Eternal Age is the end of death, dying, 
and sorrow. Revelation 21:4 

> While this (along with the “pearly gates”) is often associated with “heaven,” 
it is actually part of a coming future dispensation. 

> 1 Cor 15:24-26 explains the death of dying as taking place at the end of the 
Kingdom. 

> Why is this age often ignored as a dispensation? 
> Namely due to the influence of amillenial theology. 
> If there is no literal millennium, then there can be nothing after that supposed 

figurative millennium except the New Heaven and New Earth.  
> If we are living in the millennium now, then the next thing to come is the New 

Heaven and New Earth. 
> Since the New Heaven and New Earth totally confuses amillenial theology, the 

Eternal Age has been taught as “heaven for all ages” rather than a new, future 
dispensation. 

> Closing Thoughts: Why has dispensational theology been lost in the church? 
> It has been a struggle since Augustine’s “City of God” theology began to spiritualize 

the Kingdom. Augustinian theology took root in the Roman Catholic Church and 
stayed in the Reformed Church. 

> It was revived in the 1700-1800s, and came to its zenith in the early 1900s. 
> The evangelical movement of the 1940s and beyond was anti-dispensational  from its 

beginning. Eight points of evangelicalism from Christian Life Magazine, March, 
1956 

1. A Friendly Attitude Toward Science. 
2. A Willingness to Re-examine Beliefs Concerning the Work of the Holy 

Spirit  
3. A More Tolerant Attitude Toward Varying Views on Eschatology (a 

questioning of the premillennial and pretribulational position). 
4.  A Shift Away From So-Called Extreme Dispensationalism. "The trend today 

is away from dispensationalism--away from the Scofield Notes...in fact, 
many...rarely use the word dispensation now."  

5.  An Increased Emphasis on Scholarship. 
6.  A More Definite Recognition of Social Responsibility. 
7.  A Re-Opening of the Subject of Biblical Inspiration. 
8.  A Growing Willingness of Evangelical Theologians to Converse with 

Liberal Theologians.
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