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EPHESIANS: PRECISION THINKING FOR ACCURATE THEOLOGY 

SESSION 25 | EPHESIANS 6:13-24 

THE ARMOR OF GOD | EPHESIANS 6:10-18 

• Verses 10-12 included on session 24. 

• Verse 13 –  

o The English word armor implies defense. However, the Greek word implies any kind of 

weapon, defense or offense.  

o The goal is to be able to withstand (literally, stand against, an offensive term) in the evil 

day. What day is this?  

▪ The "day of the Lord" is "great and terrible" but not evil. Furthermore, the believer 

does not withstand that day because of his efforts.  

▪ Rather, this must be a reference to "the day" in which we live, one which is 

characterized by evil. We must "do all" in order to stand. 

• Verses 14-17 –  

o It is possible that more has been made of these words than the words actually say. 

o  Rather than myopic focus on the details of armory, it would be better to see this as an 

illustration that focuses the reader's attention on truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith, 

salvation, and the word of God. 

• Verse 18 –  

o Praying is as much a part of taking God's armor as girting loins, shodding feet, and the taking 

of shields and helmets and swords.  

o The prayer here is focused on watching...the saints, and doing so with all perseverance as 

well as supplication.  

o (If, as I have proposed, the saints are the Jewish believers, then we are given 

encouragement to watch and pray for them because in this evil day the devil's method has 

always concerned removing the Jew and the Jewish nation from this earth. To do so is the 

only real evil that would thwart the coming plan of God.) 

PRAYER FOR PAUL | EPHESIANS 6:19-20 

• Verse 19 –  

o Of all the things Paul could pray for, he asks that "a word" may be given unto me in order to 

make known the mystery of the gospel with boldness. 

o There is no place in Scripture where a mystery is something hard to understand or 

something for which understanding comes with investigation. The word always means 

something which was previously unknown but now made known by revelation.  

o Since the saving Gospel is made known in the prophets and is never considered a mystery (1 

Cor. 15:1-4), it cannot be said that Paul is praying for the word with which to share the 

gospel, but rather it is the mystery of the gospel which he wants to share boldly.  
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o What is the mystery of the gospel? It is that God is offering individual immediate salvation 

as a grace-gift to anyone, anywhere, anytime. This is a mystery that cannot be found prior to 

God's revelation to Paul, nor will it be found after the rapture of the church and the end of 

this mystery age, until it is restored again in the prophetic program. 

• Verse 20 –  

o Paul is an ambassador "in a chain" (literal translation). This could refer to literal 

imprisonment or the fact that Paul considers himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ (not for Jesus 

Christ) (Eph. 3:1).  

o If the latter is the intended meaning, then therein refers to his bondage to Christ (thus, woe 

to me if I preach not the Gospel, 1 Cor. 9:16). In this bondage he speaks boldly and carries 

out his ambassadorship well. 

CLOSING WORDS | EPHESIANS 6:21-24 

• Verses 21-22 –  

o Paul would send Tychicus  to the Ephesians to report on the conditions and activity of Paul, 

and to encourage the Ephesians. Likely Tychicus would be the one to give the letter to the 

Ephesians. 

o This beloved brother and faithful minister is mentioned five times in Scripture, most often 

as Paul's emissary (see Col 4:7, 2 Tim. 4:12, and Titus 3:12. Also mentioned in Acts 20:4). 

o Many believe that Tychicus was a native of Ephesus due to his association with Trophimus, 

who is known to be of Ephesus. He was the courier of at least three of Paul's letters 

(Ephesians, Philemon, and Colossians) and perhaps four (2 Corinthians). 

• Verses 23-24 - Paul's closing comments are for peace, love, faith, and grace to the Ephesians, with 

special emphasis on them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
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