
SESSION 1 | HAGGAI 1:1-11 

 
 

HAGGAI 1:1-4 | THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEGLECT 
• Verse 1 –  

o If Bullinger’s meticulous study is valid, this Darius the king is Darius Hystaspes, grandson 
of Cyrus the Great, and great grandson of Queen Esther and Ahasuerus (Astyages)  

§ see appendix 57, The Companion Bible.  
§ The second year of Darius the king was sixteen years after the decree of Cyrus to 

return to Persia (according to Bullinger’s chronology). 
o Assuming that Haggai speaks of the Jewish calendar, then the sixth month is the month 

of Elul (our August/September) and the first day of the month. It is interesting that at 
least five times (all the others being in Ezekiel) that the word of the Lord came with a 
revelation on the first day of the month. 

o Zerubbabel is in the royal line of Kings and included in Matthew’s genealogy (Mat. 1:12-
13) because he was the rightful heir to the throne (Jesus being the final heir).  

§ Zerubbabel is also named as one of the two olive trees in the vision of Zechariah 
(Zech. 4:6-14).  

§ Darius had allowed Zerubbabel to be governor of Judah, but not King (a position 
he retained for himself). 

o Joshua the son of Josedech was the rightful high priest (though there was not Temple).  
§ After the destruction of the first Temple (586 BC) the Aaronic line was preserved 

through the exile.  
§ It was not preserved after the destruction of the second Temple (70 AD) but had 

been lost when the position became a Roman political appointment (and likely 
ended with John the Baptist, who anointed Jesus as the priest of a different 
order. 

o An interesting thought - could Zerubbabel and Joshua be the two witnesses of the book 
of Revelation? They represent the kingdom and the priesthood, and they represent Israel 
while in the land but without a Temple in which the presence of the Lord dwells. 

• Verses 2-4 –  
o The Lord spoke a word against the people, who were back in the land but still saying that 

The time is not come to rebuild the Temple. The Lord chastises them, asking if it is time 
for the people to dwell in your cieled houses (i.e.: your houses are not only rebuilt, but of 
nice decor).  

HAGGAI 1:5-11 | THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUNISHMENT 
 

• Verses 5-11 –  
o The Lord asks them to consider your ways. 

§  Evidently a time of scarcity had already come upon the land, and the Lord was telling 
the people that the cause of the scarcity was the selfish focus of the people.  

§ In spite of good efforts, they have not enough. They cannot meet their basic needs.  



 

 

 

 

§ The resolution is to Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house and 
then the Lord will take pleasure in it and be glorified.  

§ These verses echo 2 Chronicles 7:14, which, of course, is given to the nation of Israel 
in connection to the dedication of the first Temple.  

o Note that in verse 8, the word דֵבָּכֶא  [ekkabda] is missing the letter ה (h) which is normally at 
the end of the word (as in Exodus 14:4 and other passages - הָ֤דְבָּכִאְו  vs דֵבָּכֶאְו )  

§ This is part of the Massorah, which was a safeguard against corruption coming into 
the text.  

§ There are 29 times the final letter is left off various words. 
o In verse 9, Lord of hosts is Lord Sabaoth. It is inherently a military word. 
 


