Studying the Books of Doctrine
• Books of doctrine are where you get Christian living doctrine!
• One-hundred percent of valid Christian living doctrine comes from
the epistles of Paul.
• Because doctrine is precise, the need for precise study of doctrinal
passages is paramount.

An Important Principle

Don’t work to comprehend the

entire focus
before you comprehend the

minute details.

Our Journey of Learning…
• Steps to studying the grammar
• Steps to studying the words
• Steps to studying the cross references
• Steps to application

Diagraming Colossians 2:4
Colossians 2:4 (Newberry
Interlinear)
δε
Subject

λεγω

τουτο

ινα
τις

παραλογιζηται

υµας
µη

πιθανολογια
εν

Colossians 2:4 (KJV 1900)
And
I

say

this

lest
any man

should beguile

you

enticing words
with

Diagraming Galatians 3:3
Galatians 3:3 (Newberry
Interlinear)
ανοητοι

εστε

ουτως

εναρξαµενοι

επιτελεισθε

πνευµατι

σαρκι

νυν

Galatians 3:3 (KJV 1900)
foolish

Are ye
so

having begun

are ye
made perfect

in the Spirit

by the flesh
now

The Next Big Task
• Now that we have those words in order, what do those words mean?
• Careful word studies are fundamental in passages that contain
doctrine for Christian living.
• You’ll know exactly what Paul said.
• You’ll know if the translators interpreted or translated. (See Heb. 10:23)

• Do do a careful word study, you’ll need—
• A reverse Strong's concordance (looking up Greek words rather than English
words).
• A Strong’s lexicon
• Supplemental: The Complete Word Study Dictionary – Zodhiates
• Supplemental: access to www.etymonline.com

The Twofold Goal of Word Studies
• You want to know what each major word means.
• You want to find Biblical illustrations that will enhance your
knowledge of the passage you are studying.

Steps to a word study
• Find out what Greek word was used.

• This is the easy part – all you need is a Strong’s number.

• Find out where the Greek word was used.
• Find out what Greek words could have been used.
• A regular Strong’s concordance will do this for you.
• Zodhiates gives synonyms and antonyms.

• Find out what other English words are used to translate this word?
• Find out what each root of the Greek means.

• Strong’s will give the root word, but you may have to go back a few “generations” to get to
the ultimate root.
• Prefixes are often significant in the manner in which they affect the root (but it takes lots of
experience to learn the patterns).

• Find out how each root carries over to the English language.
• www.Etymonline.com is the best website for this.
• This website works best with the root, transliterated to English.

• Compare various translations to look for accuracy and error.

Examples from Colossians 1:25-26
Task

Result

What Greek word was used?

Dispensation – G3622 - οἰκονομίαν

Where is this Greek word used?

Seven times in the New Testament

What Greek words could have been used?

No synonyms

What other English words are used to translate this word?

Stewardship (3 x)
Dispensation (4 x)

Find out what each root of the Greek means?

Οικος – House
Νομος – Law
Oikosnomos = “house law”

Find out how each root word carries over to the English
Language.

Oikos = ecology, diocese, ecumenical, economy
Nomos = heteronomy, autonomy, antinomian, metronome,
astronomy, Deuteronomy

Compare various translations

Stewardship - NASB, ESV, NKJV
Commission – NIV, NRSV,
Responsibility – NLT
Administration – HCSB
Not translated – The Message, TEV

