Studying the Books of Doctrine
• Books of doctrine are where you get Christian living doctrine!
• One-hundred percent of valid Christian living doctrine comes from
the epistles of Paul.
• Because doctrine is precise, the need for precise study of doctrinal
passages is paramount.

An Important Principle

Don’t work to comprehend the

entire focus
before you comprehend the

minute details.

Our Journey of Learning…
• Steps to studying the grammar
• Steps to studying the words
• Steps to studying the cross references
• Steps to application

The benefit of cross references
• When you cross reference a word and a verse, you allow Scripture to
interpret itself.
• When you cross reference a word or a verse, you allow Scripture to
illustrate itself.
• When you cross reference a word or a verse, you become more
familiar with lesser known passages of Scripture.

The dangers of cross references
• You can connect passages that have no connection.
• You are making an interpretive decision that may be incorrect.
• Ruth 4:7-8 to Deut. 25:7-10
• Ruth 2:8 to Matthew 25:1-13

• You can go forever!

The tools for cross references
• A Scofield study Bible center column reference Bible.
• A Thomson Chain Reference Bible.
• References from word studies.
• The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.

The goal for cross references
• The goal is simple: What light do other passages shed on the text you
are studying?
• You can look for:
• Contradictions –
• Don’t say, “The Bible doesn’t contradict itself.” This is intellectually dishonest.
• Many published cross reference tools will not show contradictory Scriptures. You’ll have to dig
these out yourself.

• When there is a contradiction, further study is needed:
•
•
•
•

Is it a dispensational issue?
Is it a translation issue?
Is it a textual issue?
Is it a contextual issue?

• All Scripture will perfectly harmonize when the text is taken literally, in context, and in its
dispensation.

The goal for cross references
• The goal is simple: What light do other passages shed on the text you
are studying?
• You can look for:
• Contradictions
• Customs – feasts, sacrifices, etc.
• Confirmation – if you have a hunch, make sure you can find other Scripture to
back it up.
• Clarification – is there an illustration or commentary on what is taking place?

Some practice
• Look for a contradiction
• Matthew 7:21
• Do any cross reference sources bring up Romans 10:9 or Acts 16:31?

• Look for a custom
• Luke 8:44 – leads to Deut. 22:12 and Numbers 15:38-39

• Look for a confirmation
• 1 Thes. 5:2 – the Day of the Lord…a day of judgment?

• Look for a clarification
• Matthew 8:2-3
• The illustration of Naaman, and the putting forth of the hand (13 times in the Scripture)
• Begin “cleansed” (30 times in the New Testament)
• Leprosy – 39 times in the Scripture.

Drawing Application from Pauline Epistles
• Christian living doctrine comes from the Apostle Paul.
• Application for Christian living from other sections of the Bible are incidental
and must be confirmed in Pauline epistles.

• In all Scripture (including Pauline epistles) recognize the original
recipient.
• Ask yourself, “Do I have the same spiritual obligations as the recipient?
• If not, don’t claim the teaching!

• Carefully check personal pronouns, especially in the first person plural
(we, us).
• Don’t assume that “we” includes “you.”
• Look for transition from “we” to “you.”
• Be careful with “thee” and “thou,” which are written to individuals.

• If there is not limiting factor in the Pauline epistles, claim it!

Application Examples
• 1 Thes. 4:13-18
•
•
•
•

Do I have the same spiritual obligations as the Thessalonians? –Yes!
Does “we” include me? –Yes!
Are there any thee, thou or thine words? --No!
Since there are no limiting factors, I can claim it!

• Ephesians 1:4-5
• Do I have the same spiritual obligations as the Ephesians? –Yes!
• Does “we” include me? –the answer is doubtful. Notice the transition
between “we” and “ye” in v. 13. This transition signifies a change, and the
claims of “we” may not carry over for “ye.”

• Philippians 4:2
• Who are the recipients of the instruction?
• Does this instruction apply to everyone?

