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2 TIMOTHY VERSE BY VERSE 

Session 11 | 2 Timothy 4:6-13 

2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8 | PAUL’S DEPARTURE 

• Verse 6 –  
o Paul stands “now poured out” (literal translation).  

§ There is a challenge translating to English because the verb offered is in the present passive 
tense but there is no way to put that into English.  

• The King James adds the words ready to be.  
• The New King James changes to the present “already being poured out.”  
• One change (KJV) requires changing the passive into an infinitive (to be) while the other 

(NKJV) requires changing the present passive into a present participle (being poured).  
• Since there is an inherent limitation in translation, the KJV seems to be the best, keeping 

the offering as not yet accomplished. This seems to go best with the second half of the 
verse, the time of my departure is at hand. 

o The word σπένδω [spendo] is used for a sacrificial offering. Paul recognizes that his death is approaching, 
and that it is not by natural causes. 

• Verse 7 –  
o The King James says fought a good fight while most of us recite it as fought the good fight. We do this 

putting 1 Timothy 6:12 together with this verse. In the end, both communicate the valiant struggle.  
o Paul’s good fight was to be faithful to the end. While we know nothing of his death, he certainly 

appeared ready to face the death of persecution, and to do so with no regrets. 
o While this is Paul’s personal testimony, many millions have died with the same testimony, faithful to the 

end. 
• Verse 8 –  

o I have two interpretive rules that affect my understanding of this verse, and cause me to say “this verse 
isn’t written to you.”  

§ The phrase that day is always a reference to the Day of the Lord (including His return, the 
resurrection, the judgement, and the establishment of the Kingdom). 

§ The phrase his appearing is always a reference to the Second Coming, not the rapture. 
§ If these two interpretive rules are correct, then you and I do not get a crown of righteousness.  

o Could we include ourselves because it is unto all them also that love his appearing and we love the 
Second Coming?  

§ The answer: we could do it, but it is a stretch. Our longing is not so much for the Second Coming 
as it is the rapture.  

§ If the rapture is what we long for, then the rapture is what we love. 
o Note that if we do not receive this crown, then likely all evangelical crown theology is errant.  

2 TIMOTHY 4:9-13 | PAUL’S PERSONAL INSTRUCTIONS TO TIMOTHY 

• Verse 9 –  
o The verse itself needs no explanation.  
o Why are instructions like this, that are so individualized and specific, included in scripture? Perhaps there 

are several reasons. 
§ Because these are personal letters and such letters contain this kind of information. 
§ Because they give us insight into personal issues and feelings in the author’s life, mind, and 

heart. 
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§ Because they give us reason to rightly divide! 
• Verse 10 –  

o Demas is unknown, except that he was a companion and fellow-laborer with Paul.  
§ He was with Paul at the writing of Colossians 4:14 (64 AD?) and Philemon 22 (also 64 AD), but 

now (66 AD?) he had forsaken Paul.  
§ We are not told anything more than that he loved this present world.  
§ Will Demas be in heaven?  

• If he had received the gift of salvation, he will be (and every presumption would lead us 
to say that he had).  

• It is sad, both for Paul and Demas, that Demas had forsaken Paul, but it does not affect 
the gift of eternal life.  

o Paul also mentions that Crescens has gone to Galatia and Titus unto Dalmatia.  
§ Since we assume that Titus is faithful, it is likely that Crescens is also faithful, and that for various 

good reasons they had gone to other locations. 
• Verse 11 –  

o Luke was often Paul’s traveling companion and fellow-laborer. The fact that he was stated as with me 
tells us that Paul was either not in prison or under house arrest, unless the phrase is taken in its broadest 
terms. 

o Paul asks Timothy to Take Mark, and bring him with thee.  
§ This makes it sound like Mark is “on the way” from Timothy’s location to Paul’s.  
§ The Mark in question is almost certainly John Mark, who travelled with Paul and Barnabas, until 

he left them at Pamphylia (Acts 15:38), causing a rift between Paul and Barnabas.  
§ Though the intervening story is not given, Paul now says that Mark is profitable to me for the 

ministry. Either Paul had grown more gracious to Mark over the years (about 13 years), or our 
understanding of Paul’s motive and original anger has been misunderstood. 

• Verse 12 –  
o Tychicus was another regular helper of Paul, called a beloved brother and faithful minister in Ephesians 

6:21 and Colossians 4:7.  
o He was from the province of Asia (Acts 20:4), where all had turned from Paul (2 Tim. 1:15). Paul likely 

sent him to Ephesus to see what he could salvage. 
• Verse 13 –  

o Paul asks for his cloak, using a word that is only used here. Because of that, there has been some debate 
about the meaning of the word.  

§ Some (from a Catholic or Reformed background) argue that these are clerical vestments. The 
Vocabulary of the Greek Testament by Milligan and Moulton does not speak to this idea, but 
hints at it saying, “it does not seem possible to understand the word other than as ‘cloak’."1 

§ The word is used outside the New Testament in a way which lets us know that it was an outer 
garment of sufficient value to be used for the paying of debts. 

o Paul also wants the books, but especially the parchments.  
§ The word books is βιβλίον [biblion] which was used of scrolls that had more than one volume.  
§ The word parchments is μεμβράνα [membrana], a writing material made of animal skin. It is 

possible that Paul was making this special request for scripture scrolls, since they were always 
written on animal skins and never on papyrus.  

§ Another possibility is that the books on parchment were simply more valuable. 

 
1 James Hope Moulton and George Milligan, The Vocabulary of the Greek Testament (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1930), 
665. 


